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history of ancient Egypt, and also with the
life of the present-day fellaheen. The irriga-
tion problem, which England has since done
so much to solve by the construction of the
great dam at Assouan, was here presented to
them. It is the difficulty of all sub-tropic
countries, or of those which include waterless
regions. The Princes had been made aware
of it in China, they now met it in Egypt, and
it is one of the tasks which occupy the atten-
tion of the Government in India. The con-
struction of canals.or dams and of railways go
hand in hand for the relief of those peasant
cultivators, who suffer from the curse of dry
seasons and their attendant famines.
They went through Luxor and Karnak, and
made a long halt at Thebes, where they found
that vast city of the dead one of the most im-
pressive places in all Egypt. Long ago, 2000
years B.C., an Egyptian sage wrote: "The
heroes and kings, who were in the time of our
ancestors before our days, rest in their tombs
. . . they too who build palaces and they who
have no houses, look, see, and behold what
happeneth to them , . . their fenced walls are
fallen down, their palaces are as if they had
never been. No man cometh back from thence
who telleth of their converse, or who bringeth
word of how they fare, or who may encourage